
Nature vs Nurture Debate  

 

25 students- 6 groups of 4/5   2 groups of Nature, 2 groups of Nurture, 1 group of moderators 

1 group of judges   

 

 

NATURE + NURTURE Groups: 

Your job is to become an expert on your side of the argument and defend its merit. You need 

to be able to present the information, and challenge your opposition! 

 

 Find at least 3 case studies or experiments that support your side. Find data that supports 

your side.  

Create a 5 minute intro presentation with sources. 

Come up with at least 5 possible challenge questions for your opposition.  

Create a 3-5 page information booklet with all of your evidence.  

Personnel: 1 people to do the intro presentation, 1 person to ask the challenge questions , 1 

person to  answer, 1 person to do the summary.  ALL GROUP MEMBERS MUST WORK 

TOGETHER TO CREATE THE MATERIALS! 

 

JUDGES: 

Your job is to become an expert in the Nature vs Nurture scientific debate so you can better 

judge the in class debate.  

Research the Nature vs Nurture debate from both sides! 

Make a list of the top 5 most important points that each side should make during the debate  

Make a list of 5-10 questions to ask each side to ascertain their knowledge of the topic. 

Work with the moderators to finalize the rubric for the debate.  

Personnel: all members must research the debate and work together to come up with the 

top 5 important points for each team and contribute at least 2 judges questions. 

 



MODERATORS: 

Your job is to moderate the debate and to create a rubric to judge the debate on.  

Research debate rubrics and protocol.  

Work together to come up with a rubric  similar to the following: (you can add additional 

columns or rows if you see fit!) 

  

 Excellent 

(pts) 

Satisfactory 

(pts) 

Needs Improvement  

(pts) 

Intro Presentation  

 

  

Challenge 

Questions 

   

Question Response  

 

  

Summary  

 

  

Group Dynamic 

/participation 

   

Overall 

preparedness 

(scientific info) 

   

Professional 

Debate behavior  

   

 

Check with the judges group to create the rubric.  

Come up with a method to determine the winner of the debate (can include the rubric and 

or a voting process by the judges) 

Personnel: 1 Lead Moderator to watch over the entire debate, 1 Time keeper to keep the 

debate on schedule, 2 people to join the judges during the debate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEDURE:  

- We will flip a coin to see which group presents first 

 

INTRO: 

Group A PRESENTATION ( 5-6 minutes) 

Group B PRESENTATION (5-6 minutes)  

5 minute work time 

CHALLENGE: 

Group A Challenge Questions 

Group B Challenge Questions  

Judges Questions 

5 Minute work time  

RESPONSE: 

Group B Response  ( 2-4 minutes) 

 Group A Response  (2-4 minutes)   

5 minute work time  

 SUMMARY: 

Group B Summary (2-3 minutes) 

Group A Summary (2-3 minutes)  

Judges Discuss and Declare Winner  

 



NATURE NURTURE JUDGES MODERATORS 

    

 

 


